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FOREWORD

Rashtriya Vigyan evam Prodyogiki Sanchar Parishad (RVPSP)
is an apex body set up with the objectives of communicating
science and technology and stimulating scientific temper
amongst the people. This is increasingly gaining importance as
critical decisions on issues of development, even in developed
societies, are often arrived at without adequate analysis of
determining factors in absence of scientific capability amongst
stakeholders. There is a perceptible shift in decision making
to the grass root institutions through progressive legislation
and we need scientifically aware people at all strata of society
to help in these processes.RVPSP supports research programmes,
software development for street theater, radio and television,
awards and fellowships to outstanding science communicators,
catalyzes local regional and national level fielc programmes,
encourages international collaboration and supports long,
medium and short term training programmes towards meeting
these objectives.

Activities under the Year of Scientific Awareness aim at
enhancing capacity of the common man for informed
decision-making. The larger of the programme is to give shape
to the preamble of the ‘S&T Policy 2003’ which inter alia
states ‘“To ensure that the message of science reaches every
citizen of India, man and woman, young and old, so that
we advance scientific temper, emerge as a progressive and
enlightened society, and make it possible for all our people
to participate fully in the development of science and
technology and its application for human welfare”

Various sections of the community will organize public
lectures, debates, mock trials, film shows, seminars, science



exhibitions, competitions, etc., during the next few months.
For the common man to be able to appreciate the issues
being deliberated upon, it is necessary for the reader/viewer/
participant to be adequately equipped in the subject that will
allow independent contribution to the discussion and reaching
intelligent conclusions.

This publication is one in the series which will stimulate
the reader and assists in internalizing the ‘method of science’.
A large number of communicators have contributed to this
effort whose support cannot be individually acknowledged. I
am also grateful to my colleagues in the RVPSP and NCSTC
Network for their untiring efforts in ensuring that this
publication is able to reach you. Their true reward would be
in observing a qualitative improvement in discussions on
locally relevant develoopmental issues.

(ANUJ SINHA)
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“Health is the greatest gift,
contentment the greatest wealith,
faithfulness the best relationship.”

— Buddha




